
OVERVIEW:

Written by: Written to: Written for:

Practical:

Numbers
Numbers covers the wanderings of 
Israel for 40 years in the wilderness

Obedience, gratitude, and faith are essential for a blessed life
Complaining, rebellion, and unbelief lead to wasted opportunities and spiritual wanderings

Moses:
The man of God

The children of 
Israel

To show that
God is Faithful

The Aaronic Blessing:
The LORD bless thee, and keep thee: 

Numbers 6v24-26

Key Theme or Verse

Chapters 1-9

The Census:
Numbering the People
Arranging the camp
Duties of the Levites

The Commands:
The Laws for Purification
The law of the Nazarite
Aaron’s blessing for the people

The Conditioning:
Offerings for the Tabernacle
Cleansing the Levites
Passover Celebrated

Mount Sinai

1

Chapters 10-25

The Direction for the camp:
Following the cloud

The Discontent of the camp:
The people, Aaron and Miriam complain

The Discovery by the camp:
12 Spies sent and their report

The Disbelief in the camp:
Moses strikes the rock in anger
The people complain at the waters of Meribah
Murmuring and the brazen serpent

Kadesh-barnea

2

Chapters 26-36

The new generation counted:
Numbering the warriors

The new leader chosen:
Joshua commissioned to succeed Moses
Midianites destroyed
Ruben and Gad settle in Gilead

The new land contemplated:
Land boundaries and cities of refuge identified
Laws of marriage and female heirs

Moab

3
Waiting

at the mount
Wandering

in the desert
Walking

towards Caanan

Historical SettingChaptersOT Order

4 36

Section

The Law
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The geographical structure of Numbers follows Israel’s movements

Chapter 21-36Chapter 1-9 Chapter 10-20

At  
   the Mount  

      Sinai (Horeb)
1

In     
      the Wilderness
      Kadesh-barnea
2

On
the plains
 of Moab

3
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The first part shows the progress of the 1st Generation

Chapter 10-25Chapter 1-4 Chapter 5-9

Their Outward
  Order

1
Their inward
   condition

2
Their onward 

journey
3

The second part shows the prospects for the 2nd Generation

Chapter 34-36Chapter 25-30 Chapter 31-33

A
 New Count

1
A

 New Leader
2

A
 New Land

3
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