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Studies in 1 Peter 
10th September 2023 

Lesson #02 

1 Peter 1:1-2 — Chosen Pilgrims Scattered 

The Writer 
Peter (or Simon as he was called) was one of the “twelve disciples”. An ordinary fisherman from 

Galilee, he met the man Jesus of Nazareth who called Peter to follow him (Matthew 4:18-19). 

After witnessing his miraculous power, his wise teaching, and his perfect life, Peter became 

convinced that this was no mere man, but the Son of God (Matthew 16:15-16). He became one 

of Jesus’ closest friends (Matthew 17:1; Mark 5:37). 

After Jesus rose again from the dead, Peter, as one of Christ’s chosen “apostles” (Mark 3:14-

19), became a prominent leader in the Christian Church (Acts 1:15) and preached the good 

news of Salvation through Christ to many people (Acts 2:14-16, 38). 

The Recipients 
Peter is writing to a varied group of Christians. People who have personally accepted Jesus 

Christ as their Lord and trusted in him as their saviour from sin. These Christians lived in a place 

called Asia Minor (modern day Turkey) and the five Roman provinces may describe a route that 

the courier (probably Silvanus, see 5:12) would travel. See the map on p. 4. 

But Peter gives an elaborate and odd description of 

these people. He calls them “pilgrims” and says they 

have been “scattered”. This almost certainly wasn’t 

true in a physical sense for many Peter’s readers, they 

and their ancestors may well have lived in the same 

place for a long time. So in what way are they 

“scattered pilgrims”? 

Peter is giving these Christians a heavenly 

perspective on their situation. Those who have faith in 

Christ are God’s “chosen” or special people. They 

have become part of God’s family (1:23), through the 

sacrificial death of Jesus on the cross (3:18). They are 

made into God’s temple and priesthood (2:5). And 

they are called to share in God’s glory (5:10). 

But this privilege comes with consequences for their 

life down here. They are called to obedience to their 

new father (1:17) and this makes them look strange to 

the culture around them (4:4). They are in danger in 

this world (5:8) and are called to put their focus on 

the hope that is ahead (1:13) 

Sprinkling with his blood 

Christ is the fulfilment of all the 

sacrifices described in the old 

testament law (Hebrews 10:12). 

His death gains us God’s forgiveness 

and cleanses our guilty conscience 

(Romans 3:23-25, Hebrews 10:22). 

But does Peter have a specific 

sacrifice in mind? Maybe! But we 

can’t be sure which one. 

There are four times when people 

were sprinkled with blood or water. 

What do you think? 

 

Exodus 24 

Exodus 29 

Leviticus 14 

Numbers 19 
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